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CHAPTER 2
GETTING STARTED

Okay, so now you have decided on agoal inlife. BigF***ing deal! For every
person elected president, theroad to the White Houseislittered withtheroad kill of
dozens of presidential hopefuls. Americais a capitalist nation that thrives on
winnersand eatsup losersalive. Forget al those touchy feely New Age quotesthat
tell you that you are a winner as long as you try your best. When it comes to
presidential politics, it isinfinitely worseto finish second than to never havetried at
al. Think Adalai Stevenson. Adala who?... Exactly my point. And what about
Mitt Romney. Here's aguy who had an amazingly successful career as a high
powered Private Equity Management Consultant.. He made gazillions of dollars
and was the epitome of the American Dream. But since running for president, heis
now forever known to posterity (if he is even remembered at al) as “that one
percenter multi-millionaire dude who lost to Obama.” The last thing America
wants or needs is another John McCain, Al Gore, or George McGovern. Soif you
aregoing to takethebig plunge, (and | don't mean off abridgeinan Oldsmobilewith
an attractiveyoung staffer at your side) and gofor it al, thenyou damnwell better
beconfident inyour ability to headlineawinning ticket.

What ingredientsareneeded to beawinner in this ganie? That'scasy:
INSTANT

/

1) Somehardwork

2) Alittleluck

3) Adash of experience

4) Awholeshitload of Chutzpah!

| may havethiswrong, but | believe that | heard somewhere along the line that
Chutzpah isan old Yiddish term defined as, “ having the ability to maliciously hack
your parentsto death and still be cleared of the crime on the groundsthat you arean
orphan.” A truly exceptional presidential candidate would al so successfully collect
on hisparents lifeinsurancepolicy.

Althoughthe Constitution of the United States of Americarequiresacandidateto
be at least thirty-five years of age before allowing him/her to run for the office of
president, itisreally never too early to start preparing for your future career. Thisis
perhaps best seen through the practical example of our nation'svery first president,
George Washington. While still just a wee urchin, he had the foresight to stay
focused on the ultimate prize, and the office to which he aspired hadn't even been
invented yet!
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Case Study: Young Geor ge Washington and the Cherry Tree

| know you'reall familiar with the basic narrative. You learned it in elementary
school. Buttoday, my dear reader, youwill beamongthevery first tolearn the honest
to God true, behind the scenesback story.

It was on a day very nuch |i ke t oday. Geor ge was runmagi ng
through his father's tool shed and cane across an axe. He
decidedtotest it out. He figured, “Wiat the heck, ny father's
nmost prized cherry tree inported fromthe finest arboreumin all
of Engl and woul d be as good of a place as any to test out the
sharpness of this rusty ol d bl ade.” He proceeded to the orchard
and net hodi cal | y chopped down t he tree.

Al'l evidence pointeddirectly tothe rascally young George.
He knew that any attenpt to mask the truth would have been
fruitless. I't woul d have qui ckly norphed i nt o a maj or scandal .
Bef ore you knowit, sone obnoxi ous journalist salivating at the
chance to build up his reputati on woul d have dubbed t he scandal
with a witty nane |ike “Cherrygate,” (which at that tine, at
| east woul d actually have been kind of original), and Georgie
Boy's presidential aspirations would have been dashed before
t hey ever even got of f t he ground.

GEORGE,.. WHO THE #Z@%&*+
CUT DOWN MY CHERRY TREE?!

WELL, DAD, I'LL BE ADDRESSING
THAT IN MY 11:00AM
NEWS CONFERENCE.
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Wel |, GWwas too smart to |l et sonething |ike that happened.
I nstead he proudly adnm tted what he had done. “Sure, | admt
it. | cannot tell alie. | cut dow that cherry tree. But
it was for the welfare of the nation" [the col onies,
technically]. Everybody knows that thereis a severe cherry
surplus. | figured that if | could do sonething to cut down
on the supply, then cherry prices could be nmai ntai ned at nore
stable levels.” Hi s argunment was so persuasive that today,
nearly 250 years |l ater, we actually pay farners to keep their
fields idle even though according to a 2012 report fromthe
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization there are
nore than 870 mi | I i on under nouri shed peopl e inthis world.

This story exemplifies Campaign Principle# 1. Control the Story

ahead of theMedia! I you know astory isgoing to break anyway, be the
first one to go out there and tell it. This allows you to create the story's ending
beforeitevenunfolds. You canthenwork backwardsto the beginning of thestory
using AliceinWonderlandlogic.

Pleasenotethat George could possibly haveavoided thewholescandal entirely
just by having one of his*hatchet men” perform hisdirty work and then disavow
any knowledge of the heinous act. But this technique involves more advanced
campai gning principleswhichwewill discusslater inthebook.

Keeping the cherry tree story in mind, it should now be morethan obviousthat
itisnever too early to begin prepping for the presidency. Evenif you arejust a
toddler (andif you are, | am quiteimpressed that you are reading my book... or
areyoujust looking at the pictures?) you needto start taking theright stepsright
now tolaunch your future candidacy.

POP QUIZ:

Q: What isthefirst requirement for becoming president?
A: MustbeaNatural Born Citizen

*** VERY IMPORTANT- Note to Self: Before doing anything
else, getholdof original birth certificate

Ideally, both your parents are U.S. citizens and you were born in the United
States. It isimperative that you were delivered into thisworld as anatural born
citizen of the United States. You would think that thiswoul d be so straight forward
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but itisnot. It seemsthat the Constitution does not even define what a natural
borncitizenis. Wasit theintent of the Founding Fathersto allow for aPresident
from Hawaii? It seems unlikely. Quite frankly, | think they would have
struggled with the idea of a Californian as president. But today, at a minimum
you want to be born in one of the fifty states. Puerto Rico or Guam would just
open up awholenew can of worms.

..AND THIS ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE
WILL COME IN VERY HANDY IF SHE EVER
RUNS FOR PRESIDENT.
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Once you get the whole birth certificate thing sorted out, start pressing
your parents(if you haven't already donetheminwith an axe) to start forking
up the bucks to send you to the “right” nursery school. That way you can
start associating with the”right” toddlers who will hopefully grow up to be
the “right” people. The importance of knowing low people in high places
cannot be over-emphasized. They can usetheir money, fame, and power to
fuel your political ambition, in return, of course, for various, sundry, and
miscellaneousfavorsfromyour whenyou finally makeit tothetop. Thisisa
concept known as* networking” anditistheonly way that anything ever gets
doneany more.

So go ahead, get out there, and start making those val uable connections.
Don'tlet those pre-school yearsslipidly by. Usethemto get onthefast track.
Make the rounds during milk and cookietime. Avoid getting on thewhiffle
ball team with the most dumb jocks; instead team up with the lawyers and
industry captains of tomorrow. You may loseafew insignificant ballgames,
but trust me, astheyearspassby, youwill cometorealizethat therereally are
somethingsin life moreimportant than success onthe whiffle ball diamond.
Moreimportantly, unlessyou are another Ronald Reagan, don't snooze your
way through nap time. Use this valuable hour each afternoon to map your
political strategy, while the other hot shots of your generation sleep
dreamily. Faceit, Kiddies, it isatough world out there. If you haven't laid
the proper groundwork by the time you are six or seven, it will be
exceedingly difficult to ever catch up. But don't despair, even if that isthe
case, westill havelotsof tricksup our sleeve. Keeponreading!
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